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Online project of data collection: www.medievalislamiceconomy.uwo.ca 

 

The project „Measuring the Medieval Islamic economy’ is looking to study and 

quantify economic performance in the Islamic Middle East. The project is devoted 

to collecting the numerical and quantifiable data related to the Medieval Islamic 

World, approximately between 650-1517 A.D., in areas considered as diagnostic for 

measuring economic performance, such as commodity prices, population size, money and 

coinage, measures and weights, wages, taxes and tax rates. Data compilation comprises 

aggregation of specific features and assemblages from published sources. In the second 

stage we will collect data related to these areas directly from the Arabic sources. The 

objectives are to allow further statistical manipulation, cross-checking the Islamic data 

with similar data bases for other economies, study the wide spectrum of the 

medieval Islamic economic performance on both individual and comparative levels, and 

bring the research into line with scholarly work undertaken on other pre-modern 

economies. Bringing Islamic economic history to the level of current achievements in 

economic history by incorporating the new methodologies cannot happen without 

assembling the quantitative datasets. The project requires a long-term team and 

collaborative effort,  

 
Book project: Global  Economic Order at the End of the Millennium. The Islamic 

Caliphate and Europe: A new economic history. 

I will examine some key areas of the diagnostic indicators of economic growth and 

structural changes as a proxy for a full and new approach to economic performance and 

economic growth in the early Islamic economy. For instance, I will collate the evidence 

of increased supply of money with structural changes in agriculture, manufacturing, and 

trade, as indicators of change in “scale and in patterns” in institutions, living standards, 

productivity rates and income levels.  Based on data already collected in my project 

described above, estimates of standards of living and GDP have been calculated for the 

two dates, 700 and 1000 and compared with those of contemporary or earlier economies. 

These early results show that Islamic societies‟ standards of living were consistently well 

above the subsistence level. The benefits of the comparative approach lie in the 

possibility to see broader and more long-term perspectives. The events traced to Europe‟s 

economic rise, such as the commercial revolution of the 13th century and the Black 

Death in the 14th century, are good examples, however more important for the global 

economic order of the first millennium is the earlier plague, the Justinian plague of 541, 

and the evidence assembled for the Islamic Middle East indicates its considerable effect 

on its economic performance and expansion. Furthermore, only the economic 

performance of the early Islamic Caliphate may explain the intellectual achievements of 

the period, referred to as the „Islamic golden age‟. 

http://www.medievalislamiceconomy.uwo.ca/
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