
 1 

HIS2182b/WS2139b Social History of Women in Canada 

Professor Katherine McKenna 

Thursday, 2:30-5:30 pm 

Classroom: TBA 

This outline may be subject to revision by January, 2015. 

 

 

Course Description:  

 

This course is designed to be an overview of women’s history in Canada from the first 

days of European settlement to the end of the 20
th

 Century. Its focus is social history, that 

is, examining the realities of women’s everyday lives. One of the most informative and 

evocative ways of understanding women of the past is through biography, which will be a 

key theme throughout the course. Emphasis will be placed on examining a variety of 

historical sources including drawings and paintings, illustrations, photographs, oral 

history  video and film, primary documents and written historical scholarship.  At the 

end, students will have a sense of how women’s diverse lived experiences have changed 

throughout Canadian history, and how they have remained the same.  

 

Course Learning Objectives: 

 

 To gain an understanding  of a broad Canadian women’s history from before the 

arrival of Europeans until about 1975 with an emphasis on social history and the 

lives of both ordinary and extraordinary women 

 To learn how to extract historical meaning from diverse sources such as drawings 

and paintings, illustrations, photographs, oral history  video and film, primary 

documents and written historical scholarship  

 To gain an understanding of how women’s roles and gender roles changed and 

developed over time 

 To understand how factors such as class, race, sexuality and ethnicity effected 

women’s historical realities over time 

 

Required Texts:  

 

All the readings in this course, with the exception of on-line sources will  be posted on 

the course website. 

 

Evaluation: 

 

On-line Class Discussion        15% 

Oral History Essay  (5-6 pages or approx. 1250 words)    20% 

Video Responses 4 x 500 words each  (approx 2 pages)    40% 

Final Exam          25% 

.  
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Topics covered will include: 

 

 Introduction to Women’s History 

 

 First Nations and European Contact 

 

 Women of Acadia and New France 

 

 Loyalist Settlers and Pioneers  

 

 Gender and Class Conflict on the Frontier 

 

 Middle Class Womanhood and Social Reform 

 

 The Settlement of the West 

 

 The Struggle for the Vote and the New Woman of the 20
th

 Century 

 

 The World Wars and After 

 

 Women in Politics and Peace 

 

 Education, Work and Self-Determination 

 

 Issues of Race and Ethnicity  

 

 The Second Wave of the Women’s Movement 

 

 

 


