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Course Description: 
IR4702E is the capstone seminar for students in the international relations program.  The 
purpose of the course is to integrate your studies in history and political science and to 
employ them to produce a final class report with the aim of shaping public policy.  The 
theme of the course changes every year.  In previous years, we have examined 
international development efforts, Canadian foreign policy, global climate change, as 
well as the conflicts in Afghanistan and the Democratic Republic of Congo, and Canada 
and the United Nations Security Council.   
 
For 2015-16 the class will be evaluating the current state of international peacekeeping 
operations and the role that Canada plays in those operations.  Once known for its 
international peacekeeping efforts, Canada’s involvement in peacekeeping missions 
across the world has dropped dramatically since the early 1990s.  Most analysts agree 
that the peacekeeping disasters of the 1990s, especially Rwanda and Srebrenica, are 
largely responsible for Canada’s drastically reduced involvement.   
 
The disasters of the 1990s were so substantial they precipitated an investigation and 
overhaul of UN peacekeeping operations.  The guidelines for this overhaul were laid out 
in the 2000 Brahimi Report.  With the 15-year anniversary of this report nearing, 
Secretary-General Ban Ki Moon has established a High-Level Independent Panel on UN 
Peace Operations.  Its purpose is to “consider a broad range of issues facing peace 
operations, including the changing nature of conflict, evolving mandates, good offices 
and peacebuilding challenges, managerial and administrative arrangements, planning, 
partnerships, human rights and protection of civilians.”1  The imminent release of this 
report presents an opportunity for the students of IR4702E to engage in a similar 
evaluation and make suggestions regarding how UN peacekeeping policies should evolve 
as well as what role Canada should occupy in future peacekeeping operations.  
 
 
                                                 
1 “High-level Independent Panel on UN Peace Operations,” accessed June 17, 2015, 
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/operations/reform.shtml 



 

 

Participation: 
IR4702E is a student-led class.  In the first term, the instructors have set the topics and 
readings which will help to immerse you in the larger field of peacekeeping.  All of this 
will be essential for the group project.  You are expected to prepare for each class and to 
participate actively and thoughtfully every week.  In addition, students will be asked over 
the course of the term to participate in leading one class by preparing questions related to 
that week’s topic, as well as critiquing key readings.  Students will work with the 
instructors to prepare to lead each class.  In the second term students will plan and 
execute the final report.  Active student participation is crucial to both the direction and 
content of the final report.  There are substantial opportunities for students to participate 
in a variety of roles, including guiding the direction of the report, determining the report’s 
priorities, shaping its outcomes, contributing to the creation of a professionally written 
and formatted document, and presenting the report’s findings to a panel of invited 
experts.  Active participation by every student is crucially important for the project’s 
success and a key expectation of the course.   
 
Readings and Class Organization: 
In the first term there will be weekly readings between 125-200 pages.  Read the material 
carefully before class, take notes on the readings, and give some thought to their main 
points and implications before coming to class.  The journal articles are available online 
through Weldon.  Many of the books are also available online.  Books have been put on 
reserve at Weldon.  Please keep in mind that there are roughly 20 students in the class 
who will all need to use the material on reserve: it’s a good idea to plan ahead and 
coordinate with your classmates.  Those chapters or articles not available through 
Weldon have been uploaded to the class Owl site.  We will also upload readings that are 
permissible by copyright guidelines.   
 
Useful websites and sources: 
http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/ 
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/canada_un-canada_onu/positions-
orientations/peace-paix/peace-operations-paix.aspx?lang=eng 
 
 
 
 
Evaluation: 
Participation:          20% 
Written Assignment (TBD)       10% 
‘Area Expert’ Assignment       25% 
Journal          10% 
Proposal and Pitch:         5% 
Group Project:         25% 
Individual Assessment of Group Project     5% 
 
 

http://www.un.org/en/peacekeeping/
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/canada_un-canada_onu/positions-orientations/peace-paix/peace-operations-paix.aspx?lang=eng
http://www.canadainternational.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/canada_un-canada_onu/positions-orientations/peace-paix/peace-operations-paix.aspx?lang=eng


 
ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

 
Prerequisites and Antirequisites: 
 
Unless you have either the requisites for this course, as described in the Academic Calendar 
description of the course, or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may 
be removed from this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be 
appealed.  You will receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a 
course for failing to have the necessary prerequisites.  The Academic Calendar description of 
each course also indicates which classes are considered antirequisites, i.e., to cover such similar 
material that students are not permitted to receive academic credit for both courses. 
 
Academic Offences: 
 
Scholastic Offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, 
the definition of what constitute a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 
 
Plagiarism: 

 
Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a 
passage from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where 
appropriate and by proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offense 
(see Scholastic Offence Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).  
 
All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism 
detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted will 
be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers 
subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently 
between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).  
 
The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in academic papers.  
 
A. In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge that 
the words are those of another writer.  
 

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other 
writers without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) 
mentioning the author and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by 
(2) placing a footnote number at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a 
correspondingly numbered footnote at the bottom of the page (or in a separate reference section at 
the end of your essay). This footnote should indicate author, title of the work, place and date of 
Publication and page number. Method (2) given above is usually preferable for academic essays 
because it provides the reader with more information about your sources and leaves your text 
uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential references. In either case words taken from another 
author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off from your text by single spacing and 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf


indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own words. Note that you cannot 
avoid indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or paragraph which is 
not your own.  

 
B. In adopting other writer's ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs.  
 

You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas 
or sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of 
acknowledgement given in 'At above. Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in 
quotation marks. Be certain, however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must 
use words or phrases from your source; these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above.  

 
Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who 
has expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you got your ideas is the 
important consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without 
acknowledgement to another writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently. Acknowledge it 
if you have derived it from a source outside your own thinking on the subject.  
 
In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish 
clearly between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail 
to make this distinction, your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to 
regard your omission as intentional literary theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in 
a student's receiving an 'F' in a course or, in extreme cases, in their suspension from the University.  

 
Medical Issues: 
 
The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet his/her academic responsibilities may, on occasion, 
be impaired by medical illness. Please go to 
https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/medical_accommodations_link_for_OOR.pdf to read about the 
University’s policy on medical accommodation. This site provides links the necessary forms. In the event of 
illness, you should contact Academic Counselling as soon as possible. The Academic Counsellors will 
determine, in consultation with the student, whether or not accommodation should be requested. They will 
subsequently contact the instructors in the relevant courses about the accommodation. Once the instructor 
has made a decision about whether to grant an accommodation, the student should contact his/her instructors 
to determine a new due date for tests, assignments, and exams.  
 
SUPPORT SERVICES:  
Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western, 
http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 
 
Please contact the course instructor if you require material in an alternate format or if you require any other 
arrangements to make this course more accessible to you. You may also wish to contact Services for Students 
with Disabilities (SSD) at 661-2111 x 82147 for any specific question regarding an accommodation. 
 
If you have any further questions or concerns please contact, Morgan Sheriff, Undergraduate Program 
Advisor, Department of History, 519-661-2111 x84999 or msherif5@uwo.ca 
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