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American Studies 2200E:  

Advanced American Studies 
2016–17 

 

Thursdays 2:30–5:30 pm 

Room STVH 2166 

 

 

Instructor:  Professor Anna Zuschlag 

Office Hours:  Thursdays 12:00–1:30 pm  

Office:  LH 1221 

E-mail:  azuschl@uwo.ca 

 

 
Photo credits:  U.S. National Library of Medicine; WHOtv.com; Library of Congress; buffalobill.org; handsupunited.org; LA Times; Huffingtonpost.com 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Course Description: 
This course explores the history, politics, and culture of the United States from multiple points of view. We will 

examine the theory and method of American Studies, and we will engage in our own interdisciplinary 

explorations of American society, values, regions and ideas. The class will not provide a comprehensive survey 

of U.S. history—instead, it highlights a number of places and moments in time where the meaning of 

“America” was constructed, contested or otherwise up for grabs. Our goal is to locate and define both 

“American Studies” as an academic field and “America” itself. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLby3IjepMcCFRESkgod3woGKg&url=http://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/bindingwounds/inuniform.html&ei=stvLVbbROZGkyATflZjQAg&psig=AFQjCNGhgclBMvlgkne9-BEKrc5h3OTPNA&ust=1439509701829930
http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/.a/6a00d8341c630a53ef016765f908fb970b-600wi&imgrefurl=http://latimesblogs.latimes.com/music_blog/2012/05/rodney-king-and-john-singleton-on-uprising-hip-hop-and-the-la-riots.html&h=400&w=600&tbnid=sGZpdSpyEnTgFM:&docid=zuhq1RiV4DJdmM&ei=_dvLVY7ADo2kyATp4oLoAg&tbm=isch&ved=0CFEQMygYMBhqFQoTCM6yk6zepMcCFQ0SkgodabEALQ


2 

Assignments and Evaluation: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Once per term, students will take turns giving in-class presentations on topics related to the readings for that 

week. Written summaries of the presentation (4–5 pages each), along with a list of sources, must be submitted 

at the same time. Students will also write one essay (13–15 pages) based on the required readings and additional 

research. Students will be required to submit a copy of their essays and presentation summaries to 

www.turnitin.com via OWL. There will be an in-class midterm test in November and a final exam during the 

April examination period. (Students are advised not to make any travel or other plans until the April 

examination dates are announced by the university.) 

 

Further details for all assignments will be provided in class. 

 

Marks will be deducted for assignments that are submitted after the due date and time, and for presentations that 

are not presented in class on the date assigned. The penalty for late assignments will be 5% for the first day, and 

2% for each additional day, including weekend days. (Papers handed in on the due date but after the 2:30 

pm deadline will be considered late and penalized 2%.) Extensions will be granted with acceptable medical 

(or other emergency-related) documentation only, which must be obtained through the office of Academic 

Counselling. 

 

Please note that this course is designated as an “E” (Essay) course. According to Western University’s 

Academic Handbook, an essay course “must be so structured that the student is required to demonstrate 

competence in essay writing to pass the course.”  This means that, in this course, students are required to 

complete and submit all written assignments (essay and two presentation summaries), and to meet the 

minimum length requirements of each assignment, in order to pass the course. 

 

It is strongly suggested students check their Western email accounts and the OWL course site regularly 

for class-related communication.  

 

Class Format: 
This is a seminar-style class. Each class session will usually consist of: 

o Current events discussion 

o Lecture on the topic of the day 

o Class discussion based on the reading assignment 

o Student presentations and discussion 

o A brief introduction to the following week’s topic 

 

Active and informed involvement in class discussion is crucial in this course. Class participation will account 

for 20% of the final grade. Participation marks are based on:   

o demonstrated fulfillment of the reading and other assignments  

o informed participation in weekly class discussions  

o attendance, punctuality and professional deportment. This includes treating other members of the 

class with respect, as well as not using electronic devices in class except for note-taking or for 

accessing assigned readings.  

Class participation        20% 

In-class presentations (2)        20% 

Midterm test (in class, Nov. 17)               15%

  

Essay (March 30, 2017)                   20% 

Final Exam (during April exam period)      25%
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o In addition, you should be following events in the American media, either on TV or radio, in 

print or online (e.g., CNN, MSNBC, the New York Times, Washington Post, Los Angeles Times, 

podcasts such as Politico’s Nerdcast or Slate’s Political Gabfest, etc.). Pay particular attention to 

how events are presented and portrayed by the media, and any connections with course themes. 

Be prepared to discuss your observations in class. At the start of each class, the instructor will 

list 2–3 current events or news stories and present them for class discussion. During the second 

term, students will take turns “collecting” significant news stories for class discussion each 

week. This task will be counted as part of your participation mark. The discussion of currents 

events will be of particular import this year as the US is in a presidential election cycle. 

 

Learning Outcomes: 
By the end of this course, students will be able to: 

o Describe the origins and evolution of the field of American Studies; identify key individuals involved 

in its development and explain their contributions to the field; and understand basic concepts, themes 

and terminology of American Studies. 

o Begin to employ effectively an interdisciplinary approach to the study of the United States. 

o Situate historical events, as well as contemporary issues, in the broader context of American Studies. 

o Use both primary and secondary sources to interpret and analyze events and issues in American 

history and society. 

o Identify recurring themes in American history, explain their origins and durability, and assess the 

role they play in American history and culture. 

o Develop a research question and answer it in a written assignment, integrating both primary and 

secondary sources, and employing an interdisciplinary approach, in formulating the argument. 

o Develop improved essay writing skills. 

o Demonstrate improved presentation and communication skills through class discussion and 

presentations. 

 

Required Texts: 
The required texts for this course are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Laptops: 

Be present! Turn off cell phones and other electronic devices while in class. If you choose to bring your laptop 

to class, it is to be used only for accessing course readings or for taking notes, not for e-mail, instant messaging, 

web surfing or other purposes. Use of electronic devices, including laptops, in class for other than accessing 

 

1) American Studies 2200E Course Pack, available for purchase at the Western 

Bookstore.  

 

2) Locating American Studies: The Evolution of a Discipline, edited by Lucy Maddox. 

We will be reading a number of essays from this collection. It is recommended that 

you purchase this book from the Western bookstore, particularly if you will be 

continuing in American Studies. If you do not wish to buy it, however, all the articles 

in this collection can be found in the journal American Quarterly, which is available 

at Weldon Library and also online. As well, a copy of this book is available on 

reserve at Weldon. Even if you choose not to purchase the book, please note that the 

readings are mandatory. 

 

3) Additional readings are available online, as indicated in the syllabus. These readings 

are also mandatory. 
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course readings and taking notes will result in the deduction of participation marks. Electronic devices, 

including laptops, will not be allowed during exams. 

 

Policy on Absences and Extensions: 
Students should read carefully the Faculty of Social Science “Instructions for Students Registered in Social 

Science Who are Unable to Write Tests or Examinations or Submit Assignments as Scheduled.” They are 

appended to this syllabus. Pressures of work or computer/printer difficulties do not constitute acceptable reason 

for an extension. 

 

If you require an extension or other type of academic accommodation, for either medical or non-medical 

reasons, contact Academic Counselling. Students are reminded that academic accommodation on medical 

grounds can in most instances only be granted if supported by a Western University Student Medical 

Certificate. This form can be picked up at the Academic Counselling Office in the student’s home faculty, or 

accessed at the following website: http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf. 

Further detail on this policy can be found at the following website:  
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf. 
 

Statement on Academic Offences:  
Per the UWO Academic Handbook: “Scholastic offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the 

appropriate policy, specifically, the definition of what constitutes a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site: 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf.” 

 

Plagiarism: 
Plagiarism is a serious offence that can result in severe penalties. Please read the attached plagiarism policy. If 

you have any questions about this policy, proper citation styles to use in assignments, or any other related 

matters, please feel free to consult the instructor. 

 

Students are advised to keep all research notes for all assignments until after they have obtained their final grade 

in the course. 

 
Note: per the UWO Academic Handbook, "All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity 

review to the commercial plagiarism detection software under license to the University for the detection of 

plagiarism. All papers submitted will be included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of 

detecting plagiarism of papers subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing 

agreement, currently between The University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com.” 
 

Essays and presentation summaries must be submitted both in hard copy to the instructor, and electronically via 

the assignment submission link on the course Owl Sakai website. (Owl will automatically submit your paper to 

Turnitin.)   

 

Support Services: 
o The website for the Western’s Office of the Registrar is: http://www.registrar.uwo.ca. 

o Western has many services and programs that support the personal, physical, social, and academic needs of 

students, in a confidential environment. 

o The Student Development Centre (SDC) has trained staff and an array of services to help students 

achieve their personal, academic and professional goals. See: http://www.sdc.uwo.ca. 

o The Services for Students with Disabilities office (SSD) has staff members who specialize in 

assisting students with various disabilities to adjust to the university environment. See:  

http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd.  

o For information related to accessibility, including accessible routes, temporary service disruptions, 

and university policies related to accessibility issues, see:  

http://accessibility.uwo.ca/students/index.html 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/medicalform.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/accommodation_medical.pdf
http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/
http://www.sdc.uwo.ca/ssd
http://accessibility.uwo.ca/students/index.html
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__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Week 1   September 8  London, September 2016 
Readings:   

 John Kouwenhoven, “What’s American about America?” (OWL) 

 

Week 2  September 15   America and Americans 
From the Course Pack: 

 H.L. Mencken, “On Being an American” 

Online: 

 J. Hector St. John de Crèvecoeur, “Letter III from an American Farmer” 

(http://xroads.virginia.edu/~HYPER/CREV/letter03.html) 

 Walt Whitman, “Song of Myself”  (http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174745)  

 Mark Twain, “What Paul Bourget Thinks of Us” 

(http://www.readbookonline.net/read/469/10045/) 

 Langston Hughes, “I, Too” (http://www.poets.org/viewmedia.php/prmMID/15615) 

 

 

Week 3  September 22   The Old American Studies 
From Locating American Studies: 

 Henry Nash Smith, “Can American Studies Develop a Method?” LAS: 1–16 [or American Quarterly, 

9:2 (Summer 1957): 197–208] 

 Bruce Kuklick, “Myth and Symbol in American Studies,” LAS: 71–90 [or AQ 24:4 (October 1972): 

435–50] 

From the Course Pack: 

 Ann Fabian, “Back to Virgin Land” 

Online: 

 Leo Marx, “American Studies: A Defense of an Unscientific Method,” in The New Literary History 

1:1 (October 1969)  [OWL] 

 

 

Week 4  September 29         The New American Studies 
From Locating American Studies: 

 Alice Kessler-Harris, “Cultural Locations: Positioning American Studies in the Great Debate,” LAS: 

335–52 [or AQ 44:3 (September 1992): 299–312] 

From the Course Pack: 

 Richard Horwitz, “Introduction to The American Studies Anthology” 

 Alan Wolfe, “Anti-American Studies” 

  Presentation topics due! 

 

 

Week 5  October 6  Massachusetts Bay Colony, 1630–93  
From the Course Pack: 

 John Winthrop, “A Model of Christianity” (1630) 

 Sacvan Bercovitch, “The Puritan Errand Reassessed” (1978) 

 

 

http://www.poetryfoundation.org/poem/174745
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Online: 

 Samuel Eliot Morison, “Those Misunderstood Puritans”  (1931) 

(http://www.revisionisthistory.org/puritan1.html) (skip the intro.; essay begins at, “There is no 

doubt that the Puritan is unpopular nowadays….”) 

 Perry Miller, “Errand into the Wilderness,” The William and Mary Quarterly, 3rd Series, 10:1 

(January 1953) (OWL)   

 Stacy Schiff, “That Old Deluder,” from The Witches: Salem, 1692 (OWL) 

  Presentations begin! 
      

 

   Week 6  October 13 Virginia, 1676–1776 
From the Course Pack: 

 Thomas Jefferson, “A Declaration by the Representatives of the United States of America in General 

Congress Assembled.”  

 Edmund Morgan, excerpts from American Slavery, American Freedom 

Online: 

 Thomas Jefferson, “Query XIV: Justice,” from Notes on the State of Virginia 

(http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=514) 

 Frederick Douglass, Independence Day Speech at Rochester: “What to the Slave is the Fourth of 

July?” (http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=162) (read the section that 

begins with “For the present”) 

 

 

Week 7  October 20   New Orleans, 1814–60 
From the Course Pack: 

 Walter Johnson, excerpts from Soul by Soul: Life Inside the Antebellum Slave Market 

 George Fitzhugh, “Sociology for the South” (1854) 

 Eugene Genovese, “Paternalism and Class Relations in the Old South” 

 George Frederickson, “The Role of Race in the Planter Ideology of South Carolina” 

Online: 

 Harriet Beecher Stowe, “Ch. XXX:  The Slave Warehouse,” in Uncle Tom’s Cabin 

(http://www.classicreader.com/book/1367/30/) 

 

 

Fall Study Break      (October 27–28)   

   NO CLASS OCTOBER 27  

 
 

Week 8  November 3  Seneca Falls, 1830–48  
From Locating American Studies: 

 Barbara Welter, “The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820–60,” LAS: 43–70 [or AQ 18:2 (Summer 

1966): 151–74]  

      Online: 

 Elizabeth Cady Stanton, “We Now Demand Our Right to Vote,” 19 July 1848  

(http://womenshistory.about.com/library/etext/bl_1848_stanton1.htm) 

and “Declaration of Sentiments” (http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/senecafalls.html) 

 Paula Uruburu, “Monster in Muslin: Lizzie Borden, American Myth-Making and the Regeneration 

of the New England Spinster,” Critical Issues of Our Time Vol. 7 (2011) (OWL 

 

 

http://www.revisionisthistory.org/puritan1.html
http://teachingamericanhistory.org/library/index.asp?document=162
http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/senecafalls.html
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Week 9  November 10        Election Recap 
Online: 

 Andrew Prokop, “How Republicans Went from the Party of Lincoln to the Party of Trump, in 

13 Maps,” Vox, July 20, 2016, http://www.vox.com/2016/7/20/12148750/republican-party-

trump-lincoln. 

 Richard Hofstadter, “The Paranoid Style in American Politics,” from The Paranoid Style in 

American Politics and Other Essays (1965) (OWL) 

 Arthur Schlesinger, Jr., “The Highbrow in American Politics,” from The Politics of Hope and 

The Bitter Heritage: American Liberalism in the 1960s (2008) (OWL) 

 

 

Week 10  November 17  IN-CLASS MIDTERM  
 

 

Week 11  November 24        New York City, 1834–65 
From Locating American Studies: 

 Alexander Saxton, “Blackface Minstrelsy and Jacksonian Ideology,” LAS: 114–42 [or AQ 27:1 

(March 1975): 3–28] 

From the Course Pack: 

 Eric Lott, excerpts from Love and Theft: Blackface Minstrelsy and the American Working Class 

Online: 

 Frederick Douglass, “Gavitt’s Original Ethiopian Serenaders,” in The North Star (29 June 1849) 

(http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/minstrel/miar03at.html) 

 

Week 12           December 1        Gettysburg, 1863 
From the Course Pack: 

 Tony Horwitz, excerpt from Confederates in the Attic: Dispatches from the Unfinished Civil War 

 David W. Blight, “Quarrel Forgotten or a Revolution Remembered?” 

 Steve Goodson, excerpt from Highbrows, Hillbillies and Hellfire: Public Entertainment in Atlanta, 

1880–1930 

Online: 

 Abraham Lincoln, “The Gettysburg Address” (go to www.ourdocuments.gov and search for 

“Gettysburg Address” to access) 

 

NO CLASS DECEMBER 8 (STUDY DAYS BEGIN) 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Week 13  January 5        Buffalo Bill’s Wild West, 1883–1917  
From the Course Pack: 

 Richard Slotkin, “Buffalo Bill’s Wild West and the Mythologization of the American Empire” 

 Garry Wills, “American Adam” 

Online: 

 Frederick Jackson Turner, “Chapter I: The Significance of the Frontier in American History” 

(http://www.gutenberg.org/files/22994/22994-h/22994-h.htm) 

 Patricia Limerick, “What on Earth Is the New Western History?” [OWL] 

 

 

http://www.vox.com/2016/7/20/12148750/republican-party-trump-lincoln
http://www.vox.com/2016/7/20/12148750/republican-party-trump-lincoln
http://utc.iath.virginia.edu/minstrel/miar03at.html
http://www.ourdocuments.gov/
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/22994/22994-h/22994-h.htm
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Week 14  January 12  Chicago, 1871–1906  
From the Course Pack: 

 Rudyard Kipling, “A Visitor’s View of Chicago” 

Online:   

 Carl Sandburg, Chicago Poems (http://poetry.eserver.org/chicago-poems.txt). In particular, look at 

the poems “Chicago,” “The Harbor,” “They Will Say,” “Mill-Doors” and “Sky Scraper.” 

 John Coleman Adams, “What a Great City Might Be: A Lesson from the White City” 

(http://www.library.cornell.edu/Reps/DOCS/adams.htm) 

 Upton Sinclair, excerpt from The Jungle, Chapter 2 (http://www.online-

literature.com/upton_sinclair/jungle/2/)  

  Presentation topics due! 
 

 

Week 15  January 19   Harlem, 1920–29 
From the Course Pack: 

 John Loughery, “Imagining the Twenties,” from The Other Side of Silence: Men’s Lives and Gay 

Identities—a Twentieth Century History 

 George Chauncey, excerpt from Gay New York: Gender, Urban Culture, and the Makings of the Gay 

Male World, 1890–1940 

  Presentations begin! 
 

 

Week 16  January 26  The Dust Bowl, 1931–39  
From the Course Pack: 

 James N. Gregory, excerpt from American Exodus: The Dust Bowl Migration and Okie Culture in 

California 

      Online:  

 Woodie Guthrie, “So Long, It’s Been Good to Know Yuh (Dusty Old Dust)” 

(http://www.woodyguthrie.org/Lyrics/So_Long_Its_Been_Good.htm) 

 

 

Week 17  February 2     Cape Canaveral, 1961  
      Online: 

 John F. Kennedy, Excerpt from an Address before a Joint Session of Congress, May 25, 1961, 

https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/xzw1gaeeTES6khED14P1Iw.aspx and Address at Rice 

University on the Nation’s Space Effort, September 12, 1962, https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-

Viewer/MkATdOcdU06X5uNHbmqm1Q.aspx. 

 Lyndon Johnson, Executive Order 11129, November 29, 1963, 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=26010&st=space&st1=; Remarks Following a 

Briefing with Space Scientists, August 1, 1964, 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=26413&st=space&st1=; and Remarks at the 

Signing of the Treaty on Outer Space, January 27, 1967, 

http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=28205&st=space&st1=.  

 Excerpt from Norman Mailer, A Fire on the Moon (1970) (OWL) 

      
 

Week 18          February 9      The American Way of War: Vietnam, 1954–75 and Iraq, 1991 

and 2003–11  
From the Course Pack: 

http://poetry.eserver.org/chicago-poems.txt
http://www.online-literature.com/upton_sinclair/jungle/2/
http://www.online-literature.com/upton_sinclair/jungle/2/
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/xzw1gaeeTES6khED14P1Iw.aspx
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/MkATdOcdU06X5uNHbmqm1Q.aspx
https://www.jfklibrary.org/Asset-Viewer/MkATdOcdU06X5uNHbmqm1Q.aspx
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=26010&st=space&st1
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=26413&st=space&st1
http://www.presidency.ucsb.edu/ws/index.php?pid=28205&st=space&st1
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 William Lederer and Eugene Burdick, “Employment Opportunities Abroad,” from The Ugly 

American 

 Loren Baritz, “God’s Country and American Know-How,” from Backfire:  A History of How 

American Culture Led Us Into Vietnam and Made Us Fight the Way We Did 

 John Hellman, “‘An Angry Dream’: The Cold War, Southeast Asia, and the American Mythic 

Landscape,” from American Myth and the Legacy of Vietnam  

Online: 

 Richard Slotkin, “Unit Pride:  Ethnic Platoons and the Myths of American Nationality,” in American 

Literary History 13:3 (Fall 2001): 469–98 (OWL) 
 Nicholas Schmidle, “In the Crosshairs,” New Yorker magazine, 3 June 2013 

(http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/06/03/in-the-crosshairs) 

 Excerpt from Lynda Van Devanter, Home Before Morning: The Story of an Army Nurse in Vietnam 

(1983) (OWL) 

 

 

Week 19  February 16     San Francisco, 1966–69 
From the Course Pack: 

 Tom Wolfe, excerpt from The Electric Kool-Aid Acid Test 

 Jeffrey A. Kotler, “Lenny Bruce” 

Online: 

 Allen Ginsberg, “Howl” and “America” 

(http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/allen_ginsberg/poems/8315) and 

(http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/allen_ginsberg/poems/8318)  

 Jack Kerouac, excerpt from On the Road  (www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/88/onroad.html) 

 Abbie Hoffman, “The Night the Red Sox Attacked the U.S. Embassy,” Revolution for the Hell of It 

(1968) (OWL) 

 

 

Conference Week       (February 20–24)  

   NO CLASS FEBRUARY 23  

 

Week 20    March 2     Orange, Cobb and Johnson Counties: 1971–94 
      From the Course Pack: 

 Lisa McGirr, excerpt from Suburban Warriors: The Origins of the New American Right 

 Peter Appleborne, excerpt from Dixie Rising: How the South is Shaping American Values 

 Thomas Frank, What’s the Matter with Kansas: How Conservatives won the Heart of America 

 

Week 21          March 9               L.A., N.Y.C., D.C.: 1977 
Online:  

 Kevin Mattson, “Did Punk Matter?: Analyzing the Practices of a Youth Subculture during the 

1980s,” American Studies 42:1 (spring 2001): 69–97 (OWL) 

 Jon Lewis, “Punks in LA: It’s Kiss or Kill,” Journal of Popular Culture 22:2 (fall 1988): 87–

97 (OWL) 

 Ryan Moore, “Reagan Youth,” from Sells Like Teen Spirit: Music, Youth Culture and Social 

Crisis (2010) (OWL) 

 The Ramones, “Sheena is a Punk Rocker,” 

(http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/ramones/sheenaisapunkrocker.html) and “Blitzkrieg Bop,” 

(http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/ramones/blitzkriegbop.html)  

http://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2013/06/03/in-the-crosshairs
http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/allen_ginsberg/poems/8315
http://famouspoetsandpoems.com/poets/allen_ginsberg/poems/8318
http://www.writing.upenn.edu/~afilreis/88/onroad.html
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/ramones/sheenaisapunkrocker.html
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 Black Flag, “American Waste,” 

(http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/blackflag/americanwaste.html) 

 Dead Kennedys, “Kill The Poor,” 

(http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/deadkennedys/killthepoor.html) 

 Blondie, “Detroit 442,” (http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/blondie/detroit442.html) 

 The Germs, “Forming,” (http://www.plyrics.com/lyrics/germs/forming.html) 

 The Plasmatics, “A Pig is a Pig,” 

(http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/p/plasmatics/pig_is_a_pig.html) 

 

 

Week 22           March 16                   El Barrio, 1990s  
From the Course Pack: 

 Jorge Ramos, excerpts from The Other Face of America 

 Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., excerpts from The Disuniting of America:  Reflections on a Multicultural 

Society 

 Danny Romero, “A Chicano in Philadelphia” 

 Leslie Marmon Silko, “The Border Patrol State”  

      Online: 

 Emma Lazarus, “The New Colossus” (http://www.libertystatepark.com/emma.htm) 

 Abelardo Delgado, “Stupid America” (http://freedomroad.org/2004/08/stupid-america-2/) 
 

 

Week 23         March 23         The Decline of Detroit  
Online: 

 J. Patrick Wright, “The Fourteenth Floor,” from On a Clear Day You Can See General Motors: 

John Z. DeLorean’s Look Inside the Automotive Giant (OWL) 

 Charlie LeDuff, “Fire,” from Detroit: An American Autopsy (OWL) 

 Michael Moore, “Let’s All Hop in a Ryder Truck” (OWL)   

 Ben Hamper, Excerpt 1 from Rivethead: Tales from the Assembly Line (OWL)  

 

 

Week 24        March 30         New York City, September 11, 2001: Terrorism in America 

  Essays due! 
From the Course Pack: 

 Jon Powers, “From September 11 to 9/11: Birth of a Legend,” from Sore Winners (And the Rest of 

Us) in George Bush’s America  

Additional readings: 

 Allen Ginsberg, “Who Runs America?” (http://heart-to-heart.hobby.ru/ginsberg.htm) 

 Lawrence Ferlinghetti, “The History of the Airplane” (http://voiceseducation.org/content/lawrence-

ferlinghetti-history-airplane)  

 

 

Week 25:       April 6             Hollywood, 2017:  Celebrity Culture in America 
      From the Course Pack: 

 Neal Gabler, excerpts from Life: The Movie—How Entertainment Conquered Reality 

 Rodney King, excerpt from The Riot Within: My Journey from Rebellion to Redemption 

 

 

 

http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/blackflag/americanwaste.html
http://www.azlyrics.com/lyrics/blondie/detroit442.html
http://www.plyrics.com/lyrics/germs/forming.html
http://www.lyricsmode.com/lyrics/p/plasmatics/pig_is_a_pig.html
http://freedomroad.org/2004/08/stupid-america-2/
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 
 

Prerequisites and Antirequisites: 

 

Unless you have either the requisites for this course, as described in the Academic Calendar description 

of the course, or written special permission from your Dean to enroll in it, you may be removed from 

this course and it will be deleted from your record.  This decision may not be appealed.  You will 

receive no adjustment to your fees in the event that you are dropped from a course for failing to have 

the necessary prerequisites.  The Academic Calendar description of each course also indicates which 

classes are considered antirequisites, i.e., to cover such similar material that students are not permitted 

to receive academic credit for both courses. 

 

Academic Offences: 
 

Scholastic Offences are taken seriously and students are directed to read the appropriate policy, specifically, the 

definition of what constitute a Scholastic Offence, at the following Web site:  

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf 

 

Plagiarism: 
 

Students must write their essays and assignments in their own words. Whenever students take an idea, or a passage 

from another author, they must acknowledge their debt both by using quotation marks where appropriate and by 

proper referencing such as footnotes or citations. Plagiarism is a major academic offense (see Scholastic Offence 

Policy in the Western Academic Calendar).  

 

All required papers may be subject to submission for textual similarity review to the commercial plagiarism 

detection software under license to the University for the detection of plagiarism. All papers submitted will be 

included as source documents in the reference database for the purpose of detecting plagiarism of papers 

subsequently submitted to the system. Use of the service is subject to the licensing agreement, currently between The 

University of Western Ontario and Turnitin.com (http://www.turnitin.com).  

 

The following rules pertain to the acknowledgements necessary in academic papers.  

 

A. In using another writer's words, you must both place the words in quotation marks and acknowledge that the 

words are those of another writer.  

 

You are plagiarizing if you use a sequence of words, a sentence or a paragraph taken from other writers 

without acknowledging them to be theirs. Acknowledgement is indicated either by (1) mentioning the author 

and work from which the words are borrowed in the text of your paper; or by (2) placing a footnote number 

at the end of the quotation in your text, and including a correspondingly numbered footnote at the bottom of 

the page (or in a separate reference section at the end of your essay). This footnote should indicate author, 

title of the work, place and date of Publication and page number. Method (2) given above is usually 

preferable for academic essays because it provides the reader with more information about your sources and 

leaves your text uncluttered with parenthetical and tangential references. In either case words taken from 

another author must be enclosed in quotation marks or set off from your text by single spacing and 

indentation in such a way that they cannot be mistaken for your own words. Note that you cannot avoid 

indicating quotation simply by changing a word or phrase in a sentence or paragraph which is not your own.  

 

B. In adopting other writer's ideas, you must acknowledge that they are theirs.  

 

http://www.uwo.ca/univsec/pdf/academic_policies/appeals/scholastic_discipline_undergrad.pdf
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You are plagiarizing if you adopt, summarize, or paraphrase other writers' trains of argument, ideas or 

sequences of ideas without acknowledging their authorship according to the method of acknowledgement 

given in 'At above. Since the words are your own, they need not be enclosed in quotation marks. Be certain, 

however, that the words you use are entirely your own; where you must use words or phrases from your 

source; these should be enclosed in quotation marks, as in 'A' above.  

 

Clearly, it is possible for you to formulate arguments or ideas independently of another writer who has 

expounded the same ideas, and whom you have not read. Where you got your ideas is the important 

consideration here. Do not be afraid to present an argument or idea without acknowledgement to another 

writer, if you have arrived at it entirely independently. Acknowledge it if you have derived it from a source 

outside your own thinking on the subject.  

 

In short, use of acknowledgements and, when necessary, quotation marks is necessary to distinguish clearly 

between what is yours and what is not. Since the rules have been explained to you, if you fail to make this 

distinction, your instructor very likely will do so for you, and they will be forced to regard your omission as 

intentional literary theft. Plagiarism is a serious offence which may result in a student's receiving an 'F' in a 

course or, in extreme cases, in their suspension from the University.  

 

Medical Issues: 
 

The University recognizes that a student’s ability to meet his/her academic responsibilities may, on occasion, be 

impaired by medical illness. Please go to 

https://studentservices.uwo.ca/secure/medical_accommodations_link_for_OOR.pdf to read about the University’s 

policy on medical accommodation. This site provides links the necessary forms. In the event of illness, you should 

contact Academic Counselling as soon as possible. The Academic Counsellors will determine, in consultation with 

the student, whether or not accommodation should be requested. They will subsequently contact the instructors in the 

relevant courses about the accommodation. Once the instructor has made a decision about whether to grant an 

accommodation, the student should contact his/her instructors to determine a new due date for tests, assignments, 

and exams.  

 

SUPPORT SERVICES:  

Students who are in emotional/mental distress should refer to Mental Health@Western, 

http://www.uwo.ca/uwocom/mentalhealth/ for a complete list of options about how to obtain help. 

 

Please contact the course instructor if you require material in an alternate format or if you require any other 

arrangements to make this course more accessible to you. You may also wish to contact Services for Students with 

Disabilities (SSD) at 661-2111 x 82147 for any specific question regarding an accommodation. 

 

If you have any further questions or concerns please contact, Rebecca Dashford, Undergraduate Program Advisor, 

Department of History, 519-661-2111 x84962 or rdashfo@uwo.ca 

 


